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police action, 100 demonstra- 
tors were rousted from Fla- 
mingo Park -- staging site 
for the protest groups — 
early last week. But that 
was because they had ar- 
rived before their lease 
started. Their park permit’ 
extends from this past Thurs- 
day until “24 hours after the 
conventon’s final gavel." 

A fundamental question 
that often gets lost is: Why 
have these people come to 
express their protest in the 
first place? 

The protest coalition's Bob 
Lamb, 25, says he thinks it's 
basically opposition to the 
war. 

“Yes," he says, “we con- 
stantly hear the argument 
that demonstrations are 
counter - productive. That 
our presence may just build 
sympathy for Nixon. But 
what other recourse do poor 
and young and minority peo- 
ple have? Nobody else rep- 
resents us, so we have to 
represent ourselves, and 
take our case directly to the 
people who run the country. 


“The only alternative is to 
stay home, sit back and 
hope Nixon will finally end 
the war. And with the bomb- 
ing continually escalatingl® 
Vietnam, that doesn't ap- 
pear too likely." 

Oddly enough, the police 
department feels comforta- 
ble because of close working 
relationships it has estab- 
lished with one of the 
staunchest protest groups on 
the Miami Beach scene dur- 
ing the Democratic conven- 
tion — the Vietnam Veter- 
ans Against the War. 

Marshals 

The WAW's will be mar- 
shalls for the anti-GOP dem- 
onstrations and while, in the 
words of policeman Pete 
Corso, “those vets play 
lousy softball," local cops 
feel they are the best insur- 
ance toward keep brother 
demonstrators non-violent. 

“The vets want to show 
they are opposed to the war, 
t o violence and to the 
Administration," says Corso, 
“and they’re not going to let 
any unfortunate incidents 
confuse those issues if they 
can help it." 

In a softball game here 
the day before yesterday, by 
the way, the score was Cops 
19, Vets 3. 


